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JUDGE APPROVES THOVSON WEST SETTLEMENT

Larry Fullerton, Deputy Assistant Attorney Ceneral for Merger
Enforcenent in the Antitrust Division, issued the follow ng
statenent today after the District Court in Washington, D.C
approved the Thonson/ West settl enent:

"The Departnent is pleased that the court recogni zed that it
isin the public interest to approve the settlenent of this
merger along the lines agreed to by the parties. W now expect
qui ck conpl etion of the 52 product divestitures and other relief
required in the decree, which definitely will help to preserve
conpetition for consunmers of |egal information

"I am al so very pleased at the unprecedented | evel of
successful cooperation between the Departnent and the seven state
attorneys general in investigating this nerger and in devel opi ng
an appropriate settlenent for our joint challenge of it."

The U S. District Court for Washington, D.C., Judge Pau
Fri edman presiding, today approved the final judgnent proposed by
the parties in settlenment of the $3.4 billion Thonson/ Wst | egal
publ i shi ng nmerger announced | ast June.

The court's approval canme after a long and detail ed review
process in which the judge carefully considered comments and
argunents fromall interested persons on the many issues touched

on by the proposed decree.



.
After requiring only a few m nor changes and clarifications

to which Thonson, West, the Departnent of Justice, and seven

state attorney general plaintiffs all agreed, the proposed decree

was determned to be in the public interest.
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